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A LIFE SKETCH OF
LALA SHANKAR LAL

Lala Shankar Lal, a torch
bearer of the message of
freedom and Catalytic of
Home Rule League and one
of the founder members of
Indian National Congress in
Delhi was a man of
indomitable ‘Courage and
ingenuity. He was born in
1885 in Ambala and brought
up in Patiala. He completed
his higher education in DAV
College, Lahore. His grand father, Lala Hardev
Singh was hanged in 1857 at Narnaul for
participation in the first freedom struggle of India.
Lala Shankar Lal was accused of waging war
against the Crown and sentenced to death in 1908.

Vinod Aggarwal

It was, however, reduced to transportation for life
but Lalaji was released after 5 years, Lalaji
nourished the Delhi Congress from 1918-1930 as a
General Secretary of Provincial Committee. He was
hero of various national activities. The non-
cooperation movement in 1921, the civil disobedient
movement 1930. He was closely associated with
Netaji Subhash Chnadra Bose and Lala Lajpat Rai
and was a planner of Netaji’s escape to Japan.
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He was sentenced to 3 years imprisonment in
1921 in connection with Non-Cooperation
Movement. Again in 1927, he was awarded one
year’s rigorous imprisonment with a fine of Rs 500/
- but on an apppeal the term of imprisonment was
quashed. Lalaji was also in forefront in Civil
Disobediance Movement in 1930 and he challenged
the authority of the British Rule. Consequently, he
was sentenced to 3 yeard and 2 years rigorous
imprisonment on two defferent cousits. Lala
Shankar Lal organised the historic All-india
Congress Session in Delhi despite ban orders by
British Government in 1932. He was detained for
two months for defying the orders, Lalaji was again
arrested in 1941 to help Netaji Subash Chandra
Bose escape. He was, however, released in 1945.

The British applied third degree methods to elict
information about the escape but Lalaji was made
of steel and Britishers used to call him a tiger thus
nothing could they gain. .

After the independence, upto his last breath,
Lalaji devoted his entire life for the betterment of
people. He was on embodiment of secularism,
socialism and democracy.

— Vinod Aggarwal

Flat No. 96 & 163, Engineer's Estate,
21, Patparganj, Delhi-110092

Mob. 9868935588
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