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FOREWORD

Every one wishesto be wealthy and prosperous.
But wishes alone cannot bring prospedty. Wealth has its
own philosophy and science for its generation, enjoyment
and utility. I have tried toget it respectfully probing from
this angle into the real significance of the image of
Lakshmi, the Goddess ofwealth. And thumbty present
before you whatever conclusions I could reach within
the limitations of my mental range.

llhink it would bequite protitable for devout Hindus
to imitate or follow the divine virtues and good direclions
ol the Gods and Goddesses they worship. The subject
ofthis booklel is an interpretation of the great and wide
sjgnificance of Lakshmi,s reatself. In its tewsmallpages
are given onlyafew suggestions on considering wealth
an its best aspect as one of lhe fourgoals of manhood,
set by the sages and utilising itfor one's own as we as
world's welfare.

lshallgladly wetcome your helpful criticislns and
suggetions towards making my ofiered vrews more
reasonable and appropriate.

Deepawali
15th Novembet 1982gq-{ drf, *Gqr Pushkar Lal Kedia



THE SECRET OF PROSPERITY

The Goddess Lakshmi, consort of Lord Vishnu, is

worshipped by the Hindus as the Beslower of

Wealth and Prosperity. Why is Lakshmi so

restless? In which situations wealth becomEs a

boon or a curse? How lo recognise the good or

the bad use of wealth? What are the virtuos hidden

in weallh and the symbol of Goddess Lakshmi?

Why is iho Owl Lakshmi's mount? what i6 the

implicaiion of Lakshmi's humble sewice at the feet

ofVishnu?

The answer to allsuch questions are latenl in the

various symbols of Lakshmi's fom and leatures

Let us view hei thoughtlully and analyse the

symoo|s.
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THE LOTUS SEAT

The Lotus is Lakshmi's favourile seat. lts
downward stem ooints towards the earth lo
indicate that allthe world's weallh is really hidden

in the depths of lhe earth. lt is the eanh which

oflers the riches lrom agriculture, minerals, oil_

wells etc.

Wealth and prosperity come to him who ever

endeavours with sincere €ntelprise to get at lhe
unlimited riches oI the eadh.
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THE SERVING ELEPHANTS

The expansion ol wealth and prosperity can be
atained only by well-educated, etticient, sensilive,
skillful and intelligent pe6ons. For such persons

1o be engaged on high salaries is like keeping
elephanis at the gate, as the saying goes. Such
persons are loyal and trustworthy and are ever
alert to serue their maslers well. Those who desire
prosperity should availthemselves of the setuices
ol such execulives and workers of higfi calibre.
The two elephants on both sides ol Goddess
Lakshrni, serving her with waler, points at this
significance.
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J
'lGESTURE OF ASSURANCE

The gesture of assurance in Lakshmi's hand

. 
points to a deep mystery of wealth. Thii has to be
understood.

The meaning of ihe geslur€ of the assurance is
that, for lhe sake ot conlinued prosperity, a
prospercus man should give protection, help,
lacilities, service and fellow-felling to all those who
are d€pendent on his wealth and relidve fiem ot
sufferingsi wants, doubts and anxieties. This can
be avoided facing discontents, disorder, opposition
and obstacles. il
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OPEN HAND

'Water wells up in the boat, costs rise at home,
Turn out both your hands that is what shows
wisdom."

The glorious image of Goddess Lakshmi shows
one of the hands distributing wealth. This open-
handed generosity of Lakshmi signifies that a
person, desirous of increasing prosperjty, shouto
cultivate the generous anitude of freely donating
towards good causes. Such charilies pleasurg
Lakshmii good d€eds, virlues and honourenhance
and lhe €arning of wealth isjustilied. The quoted
couplet from Poet Rahim puls stress on opening
up ot the hands, suggesting thg futility ol mere
accumulation.
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THE LOTUS IN THE HANDS

Lakshmi's hands are adomed with the lotus. The
lolus springs from water but always rises and
blooms above it, avoiding the sagging wetness.
This shows its habit of detachment-€n imitable
virlue.

It indicates the lesson that, whatever weallh a man
may amalis, he must not be too attached to it.
For, if he is, he develops a desire for pteasure
and luxury which lead to squandering and all his
wealth is swallowed up in his thirst for oleasure.
He should detached like the lotus.
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AT THE FEET OF VISHNU
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1 THE OWL MOUNT

You may have noticed that a danger signat nas
picturesof ahuman skrll abovea cross. Lakshmi,s
mount, the owl, similarly points to possible danger
Among the birds the owt is regarded as very
inauspicjous and ominous.

When a person torgets the welfare of wealth,
desared by Vishnu, the presetuer, and worships
Lakshmialone for sejfish ends, the Goddess arso
comes along on herowfmount to curse him wilh
all sorts of evil desires and ideas. On the other
hand, when he propitates lhe coddess ot Wealth
alongwith God of Wellare, Lakshmithen visits him
on Garura,lhe mounlof Lord Vishnu. Garura, ne
Great bird, is endowed with alt the auspicious
signs of goodness and welfare.
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